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Subjective experience of place

https://www.flickr.com/photos/9422878@N08/4798348592/https://www.flickr.com/photos/lauras_eye/5162377277/



Capture subjective qualities of people’s experiences 
and relationships with public places

Generate rich resources to inspire design interventions 
in public spaces

The Eclipse



https://www.flickr.com/photos/kimmanleyort/8156116329/in/
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Participants

13 participants
 
Museum staff:
- Curator
- Docent coordinator
- Security guard

The Public:
- Art teacher
- Artist
- Computer programmer
- Marketer
- etc.

The workshop



Memories Sensations Sense of Place Stories

Eclipse: Four Sequential Activities



Participant’s 
selection24 photographs

In the gallery

Memories



Sound MovementSmellLight

Sensations



Movement Participant’s selection

Sensations



“This is where my 
sense of smell kicks 
in. I like to come 
here for coffee. 
Again, I’ll stare up 
at the natural light, 
and the texture in 
this room too, it 
makes me want to 
touch.”

- Where do you feel hot or cold?
- Where do you feel bright or dark?
- Somewhere there’s a strong smell?
- Something that feels interesting to touch?
- Anywhere that makes you speed up as you 
move? or slow down?

Perceptions

Sense of Place



“I don’t really come to this room often because I just don’t relate to 
any of the pieces. I just don’t think that they’re really interesting. 
There’s not a lot of information about them as you look at them. [...] 
When you’re here, you feel like you have to either know what it is 
when you walk in or you just have to like it. I don’t like it.” 

- What place in the gallery makes 
you feel comfortable?

- In contrast, is there a place that 
makes you feel uncomfortable?

- Is there somewhere you would 
like more freedom or more 
control?

Comfortable/Contested

Sense of Place



“I grew up in Northeastern Ontario. I’m really familiar with the 
landscape and color palette and seasons. Pretty much makes me very 
nostalgic for home. […] really nostalgic almost to the point of sad 
for having to live in the city and not being able to be out and experi-
encing it on a regular basis.” 

Take us to a place in the gallery 
that you have an attachment 
to, somewhere that tells a story 
about you. 

What about a place that tells a 
public story?

Personal/Public Stories

Sense of Place



Joy - Provocative

Find and show us three 
artworks.

For each, use one word to 
describe it, and one word 
to tell us its association 
to you.

Intellectual

Sense of Place



Pogo printer Writing on the 
storyboard

Stories



Stories



Stories



SensationsMemories

StoriesSense of 
Place

4 sets of 24 
photographs 

1 pad of post-it 
notes

1 pen

24 photographs 

1 pad of post-it 
notes

1 pen

1 blank 
storyboard

1 photo camera

1 Polaroid pogo 
printer

1 roll of tape 

1 pen

4 index cards

1 audio recorder

1 photo camera

Toolkit



Conclusion

Future work




